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LONDON, Aug. 16—The air ministry announced tonight that 
large forces of enemy bombers twice flew over the Thames es- 
tuary today, bombing both sides of the river, damaging property 
and causing fatal casualties. The Germans lost more than 50 
planes. The bombers struck at the southwestern suburbs of 
London and aiso attacked the important dockside of Tilbury, 
east of town and a Royal Air Force airdrome in the Isle of 
Wight, the ministry said. Twelve British fighters were lost al- 
though h pilots of eight are safe. 
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